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GIORGOS KORDAKIS (KALESMA); ELSA YOUNG (KISAWA)
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Benguerras lrancoso?

The Fart Islands¢ b]ust

when you thought beach
resorts were been there,

done that...

Think Crusoe with infinity
pools and Mini Mokes.
Kisawa Sanctuary, Mozambique
Remote Benguerra Island, in the
Bazaruto Archipelago, has long
been a magnet in the Indian
Ocean—the  ultimate rarefied
dropout. This 740-acre hotel, on its
southern tip, with 17 artful thatch-
roofed bungalows scattered among
the dunes, is its new star. Each bun-
galow sits on its own beachfront
acre, with a private infinity pool
and a Mini Moke available for ex-
ploring the area. The spa has a
doctor in residence (plus visiting
practitioners), and land-based and
marine activities abound. Kisawa

partners with the Bazaruto Center
for Scientific Studies, a permanent
staffed ocean observatory, where
Kisawa guests are welcome.

The star of The White
Lotus.

San Domenico Palace, Taormina
It may have only recently be-
gun surfacing on everyone’s ra-
dar—thanks to a certain hit HBO
show—but San Domenico, which
was renovated as a Four Seasons in
2021, dates back to the 14th centu-
ry, when it began life as the home
of a Sicilian baron, who donated
it to the Dominican order to be
used as a convent after he died.

Kisawa Sanctuary,
BenguerraIsland

FOR THE RECORD

Stellene Volandes, T&C,
on Kalesma Mykonos

“I love how
they ve thought
of everything,
even a hote
chapel with
hand-painted
walls—because
you never know!”

It opened as a hotel in 1896 and
soon became a glamorous stop on
the Grand Tour, hosting the likes
of J.P. Morgan, the second Baron
Rothschild, Greta Garbo, and So-
phia Loren. What’s it like now?
Well, we’ll assume you’re caught
up on The White Lotus, so need we
really say more?

Something cool under the
Cayman sun.

Palm Heights, Grand Cayman
Some hotels transcend their sur-
roundings. You remember the
property, not what lies beyond.
Palm Heights is perched on Sev-
en Mile Beach, and its chic 52
suites all overlook a beachfront of
Starburst-yellow umbrellas and the
dining spots, which include Yashi-
noki (exquisite Japanese cuisine)
and Tillies (a menu derived from
the Greater Antilles). A cool-kid
crew has made the hotel its own
recently (the place found its groove
post-pandemic), but families and
retirees mingle easily alongside
the Emily Ratajkowskis and Evan
Mocks. That’s attributable to a staff
that sweats the small stuff without
losing its cool under the island sun,

Kalesma,
Mykonos

including curating the books in ev-
ery suite for each guest.

A perfect oasis in the
ultimate party place.
Kalesma, Mykonos If you avoid
Mykonos because it’s too crowd-
ed—too everything—you’re about
to change your mind. Kalesma is
elegant and private, with food so
delicious you don’t have to go out
(you’ll want to—that’s the point of
being here—but not having to is a
blessing on this reservations-only is-
land). Each of the 27 bungalows has
a pool and private outdoor space,
and the surroundings, landscaped
with olive trees, bougainvillea vines,
and herbs, are quiet. Close your eyes
and you’re in the Mykonos of years
ago—but with fresh pineapple
juice in the morning,.

Areal resort on Brazil's
most recherché beach.
Fasano Trancoso, Bahia Tranco-
so long ago made the transition
from insider’s secret to Brazil’s
most exclusive beach destination.
This opening marks a new phase
in its history. The 40-bungalow
hotel stands out as a full resort
compared with the town’s older,
boutique-style places. Architect
Isay Weinfeld, who was responsible
for the original Fasano, in Sdo Pau-
lo, designed this, as well. The rooms
are spacious, with an understated
palette of neutrals. Life here, how-
ever, unfolds by the pool and on the
beach, where the restaurant serves
excellent Bahian and Italian fare
and you’ll find that lunch seamless-
ly transitions, Trancoso-style, into
drinks and then dinner.

The Caribbean with big

nature and a bit of Bali.

Nayara Bocas del Toro, Panama The
country’s wild side is one of its big
draws, and this solar-powered hotel
in the astoundingly biodiverse Bo-
cas del Toro Archipelago has ®->
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